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The Philosophical Implications of “Listening”: Centering on the relation—

ship between “Listening’ ‘“a Sound” and “the Human Being”
( by WU Long)

Abstract: It seems that we have ignored “listening” as an important way to know the world and our-
selves. The ancient Chinese character for “listening” itself embodies well a deep philosophical understanding:
by listening we reach and obtain something with our ears. In terms of the relation between “a sound” and
“listening” we can make a distinction between listening to “a sound” and listening to “silence” i.e. the
sound of heart. As the agent of listening the human being exists in the whole practical process of listening
which cannot be merely understood as an instant action. One can also recognize a different world and a differ—
ent self through “listening”.

Keywords: listening ear sound the human being

The Modern Significance of the Buddhist Concept of Death ( by LI Hai-bo)

Abstract: The traditional standard of cardiac death has been challenged with the advancement of modern
medical technology. The newly proposed standard of brain death which mainly caters for the demand of organ
transplantation wears a color of utilitarianism and is vulnerable to condemning from humanism. The uncer-
tainty of the medical standard of death has brought about a lot of disputes in the fields of law ethics politics
etc. Buddhism holds a special concept of death regarding “the being of death” which constitutes one of the
four life stages as a clear boundary between life and death. Buddhism also uses “life warmth conscious—
ness” as clinical indexes to judge death. The standard of death provided by Buddhism can effectively resolve
the contemporary contradictions between the standard of death and organ transplantation.

Keywords: Buddhist concept of death standard of death cardiac death brain death the being of death

The Doctrine of “the Self-realization of the Original Enlightenment” in

The Awakening of Faith ( by MENG Shu-yuan)

Abstract: The structure of “the Two Aspects of One Mind” in The Awakening of Faith demonstrates well
that Chinese Buddhism is characterized by its emphasis on the self-realization of the original enlightenment and
the dimension of internal transcendence. Prominently promoting the subjectivity of a human being in his be—
coming a Buddha The Awakening of Faith is a landmark in the process of humanization of Chinese Bud-
dhism. Its theory of Mind-substance holds the unity of substance and function mind-pollution and mind-puri-
fication and enlightenment and non-enlightenment. It presents a new doctrine of “the original enlightenment
of True Thusness” according to which True Thusness can realize it” s selfsalvation and return to its original
purification through the cultivation practice of the self—realization of the original enlightenment.

Keywords: The Awakening of Faith unity of substance and function integration of enlightenment and

ignorance self-realization of original enlightenment

On The National Obligation to Provide Housing Security ( by LING Wei-ci)
Abstract: After the disintegration of the “public rental housing allocation system” under the planned e—
conomy system China has gradually built a new housing policy system which regulates the free housing market
on the one hand and provides affordable housing on the other. It has been an important issue in the institution—
al construction and theoretical study to what extent the state has the obligation to provide housing security un—
der legal restrictions. This paper analyses two levels of the national obligation on housing security with legal
concepts “basic life” and “basic housing need” maintaining that the security of basic housing need should
be strictly restricted by laws and the constitution while the security of those beyond basic housing need should
respect administrational discretion which should be based on improved democratic elements in policy making.

Keywords: obligation to provide housing security basic housing need discretion of policy making
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